Traditional

Philippians 1 - United by Joy
MEZIEE 1 - B ERBE
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The great Japanese philosopher and house declutter-er Marie Kondo called us to throw away
things that don’t spark joy.
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Joy, defined by Merriam-Webster, is a feeling of pleasure or happiness that comes from
success, good fortune, or a sense of well-being.
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That seems to be the worldview of most people. I am built for joy based on things I can have,
hold, or achieve. I will pursue joy at the expense of everything else.
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According to Marie Kondo, joy is about having the right stuff or amount of the right stuff.
WARL R ARIZ R, & 4R ey EAE OGS EAERF A EAEM R,

And that dictionary definition of joy, I think we’d all like some of that. Joy is from a sense of
well-being and good fortune. That’s been hard to have in recent years! Can we depend on
something so intangible as well-being or good fortune to find joy?
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John Piper, the Pastor and preacher, describes joy a little differently. Here it is.
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Christian joy is a good feeling in the soul, produced by the Holy Spirit, as he causes us to

see the beauty of Christ in the word and the world.
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Joy is a feeling! Found in the soul, not the head, it’s not just an idea but something we feel that
comes upon us.
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The Holy Spirit produces it. Real joy isn’t able to be a shortcut or find ourselves in short-term
things but from God.
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We see the beauty of Christ as we read the bible at home in devotions, together in study, or at
church.
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And in the world.
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One view of Joy says it’s found in the things we have or chase for temporary hits. And the other
view says it 1s from God himself and, like him, is not temporary.
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I wonder if we know where real joy comes from or if we get stuck chasing fake joys and highs.
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Looking at myself, I’'m worried that [ won’t even chase joy because the risk is too great.
Instead, I will try and live a life without pain. So no real highs, and avoid the lows.
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This week starts a short, four-week series on the book of Philippians — United by Joy.
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Two weeks ago, in chapter 15 of Romans, Paul spoke about how he longed to visit the church
in Rome. And he has now achieved it! The only problem is that he has been arrested. He is
under lock and key, guard night and day in Rome. And while in Rome, he wrote this letter to
encourage the Philippian church he planted.
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Today we will start painting a picture of what true, real, and long-lasting joy is like and where
to find deeply satisfying joy. One aspect of that joy is the importance of other people in finding
joy.
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3 points. Joyful relationships / ambition / sacrifice.
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1. Joyful Relationships &% &9 M 1%
Paul’s greeting in his initial letter is a delight.
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This letter shows his love for this little church that he started. It is full of affection and delight.
He says in verse 3,
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I thank my God every time I remember you.
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And he prays with joy, verse 4-5
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In all my prayers for all of you, I always pray with joy because of your partnership in
the gospel from the first day until now,
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Paul gets joy from this church partnership. He gets real joy because of them! He sees the impact
of the beauty of Christ in the world, how God’s word has so impacted them that they are his
partners. They are sharing the good news of Jesus and growing in God-confidence.
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The way Paul describes where he gets his joy from is wonderful. From Partnership.
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First, where his joy is not from
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It is not just that Paul likes these people more, that he has more in common with them, or that
they are a particularly funny bunch.
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Sitting next to them in a church service, singing the same songs, he doesn’t get joy. He doesn’t
get joy from a chat over morning tea with a coffee in hand. He doesn’t get joy from even just
meeting for a meal. Those would be places to start a relationship or build a relationship.
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But he gets joy from a partnership in the gospel. They are his co-workers having the same drive
and vision. Jesus is continuing the good work in them, and they want people to love Jesus more
and more each day, just like himself.
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The New Testament often uses the term partnership. It’s a business term. It’s a picture of 2
people going in together with all that they have to build something, like buying a bus and
starting a bus company.

AL TR “HBEMR” EEH, L AR EHE, A —RPBEALLE R
RPN FEE LA RT, delh T — 0N AR T A — AR ],

There is warmth and intimacy here, but Paul has joy because of a shared vision. They are
people going in the same direction. He is thanking God that these brothers and sisters rolled up
their sleeves from their moment of conversion and got involved in the gospel’s advancement.
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They’ve served, shared the gospel, prayed for Paul, and sent money to support him, all a picture
of what is important.
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Have you ever worked with someone going in the same direction?
BAGEHAZR — T @ A—AL TAE?

Gospel ministry, in a weird way? Door knocking. Or crazy face punching.
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If we come back to Pipers’ definition of Joy, he is getting joy, that feeling of joy, not something
he bought or owned or a success he has. But from seeing the impact of Christ’s work in their
lives and going in the same direction.
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He is seeing the beauty of Christ at work in the world. The Philippian church has been changed
to be like Jesus. They have been impacted by the beauty of Jesus, the give and serve, praying
and partnering with Paul.
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How would our partnership be different if we were motivated by Joy, real Joy?
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2. Joyful Ambition & £ &) &8
Paul is so focused on seeing people saved and starting churches that he doesn’t care what the
challenge in the way is.
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Paul continues by talking about the elephant in the room as this letter reads. He’s in prison. I
can imagine people in the church in Philippi talking over morning tea after meeting as a church.
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Did you hear that Paul’s in prison? He can’t be spreading the gospel in Rome if he is. If he’s
locked up, do we still listen to him?
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And he answers it, and it reveals his ambition motivated by joy.
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Verse 12.
% 12 &,

12 Now I want you to know, brothers and sisters, that what has happened to me has
actually served to advance the gospel.

PN, KBA NI, KIEEGFR 755 R,

I wanted to come to Rome to visit the church here, but I’ve been able to advance the gospel
even chained to these soldiers. Three main things of value come about this.
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1. Palace guard #% &
2. Confidence 13
3. Joy despite the situation & & #Z 9

1. Palace guards & &

13 As a result, it has become clear throughout the whole palace guard and to everyone
else that I am in chains for Christ.
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Historians report that the Praetorian guard at full strength was 9,000 soldiers. Paul was such an
extraordinary prisoner, one who made it clear he was there because of a dead Jewish Rabbi
called Jesus that Paul claimed was alive.
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Instead of protesting his innocence or trying to impress people in Caesar’s court, he is talking
about Jesus, who had somehow been raised from the dead. Paul was so unique that stories
spread about him and Jesus, and because he is in chains, it is spreading the gospel.
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MR Fa T RALIEE o TRB R B4, UEAMAFIR R FREHAR, BA
AR S, PTUAC EAEARAE4AE S,



Traditional

Paul wanted to go to Rome and have an impact on the gospel. He would never have imagined
impacting 9,000 soldiers and the palace with the gospel. It is such a wonderful accidental turn
of events. Only God could be at work. He has that feeling of joy seeing God work in the world.
RBERLESR, HRFTELAVE, RERAARBNBTVENLT LT EFATR, B2
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2. And the second impact of his imprisonment is confidence 2 NIk &9 5 — A% & £ 130

14 And because of my chains, most of the brothers and sisters have become confident in
the Lord and dare all the more to proclaim the gospel without fear.
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Oh wow, Paul can do it. He can preach the gospel. He can face persecution. We’ll get this
picture later in Chapter 4 that Paul can endure all this because of God, who strengthens him.
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He is an encouragement to others. I love Paul’s description here. They have become confident
in the Lord and dare all the more to proclaim without fear.
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I dare you to go to that guy and tell him about Jesus. I double dare you.
RIGEARERIMAA, SFHHARKGF, KRR

I can’t remember the last time I dared to do anything. But kids and young men do it to confront
fear.
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I wonder if there are similarities here with language learning.
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Language learning. It’s hard for adults. Often I hear that children are better at learning a
language. And there’s probably truth to that. But I’ve also heard that Adults can learn languages
faster than kids, but the problem is fear. You compare a 2-year-old to a 42-year language
learner. A 2-year-old doesn’t have a fear, so they stumble and mumble. My 3-year-old nephew,
I can understand maybe 50% of what he says. But he’s communicating.
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But adults will often not say anything unless it’s perfect because they fear getting it wrong and
being looked down on. I must have perfect grammar and tones and know all the words. I must
know everything before I say anything.
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Fear rules the adults’ 1anguage learning.
B LB mFANEZTETFE .

Isn’t this the same when it comes to sharing the gospel? What if I don’t know what to say?
What if I get it wrong?
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I wonder if this is why our kids are often better evangelists. Hey, come to my church, youth
group, and this lunchtime group at school. There’s food.
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Because of Paul’s chains, the Roman church grew in their confidence in God and not
themselves. So that they were not controlled by fear, they dared to share the gospel. Making
mistakes, stumbling, I’m sure. But they were learning to speak the language of how good Jesus
is.
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So share the gospel, not motivated by fear, but by confidence in God if the series in Romans
hasn’t grown confidence in us in God’s work. Come on.
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3. Joyful ambition despite how and why &4 89558, & & 2o 7T LA R 41 )%

Paul was so motivated to see the gospel go out that he didn’t care what happened to him or who
the gospel went to.
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So ambitious for the gospel, motivated by joy, he didn’t even care if there were bad motives for
the gospel.
A8 E 4 i S 3y 3, M ELPTERE, i E2 TR ATFRT HATITF M 14485

Verse 15.
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15 It is true that some preach Christ out of envy and rivalry, but others out of goodwill.
16 The latter do so out of love, knowing that I am put here for the defense of the gospel.
17 The former preach Christ out of selfish ambition, not sincerely, supposing that they
can stir up trouble for me while I am in chains.
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There seem to be factions within the church, with good and poor motives. It seems like there
were preachers and leaders within the church building up their ministry while putting down
Paul. “Paul must have deep character flaws and issues that have put him in trouble. I’'m being
blessed out here free while he is stuck in prison!”
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I’m unsure how you’d respond in that situation if you felt the need to defend yourself. But
Paul’s response. Verse 18
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18 But what does it matter? The important thing is that in every way, whether from false
motives or true, Christ is preached. And because of this I rejoice.
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What does it matter? Christ is being preached.
B XATHR? B IE AR,

Paul’s example puts the gospel’s advance at the centre of our ambitions. Our comfort, bruised
feelings, reputations, and misunderstood motives are insignificant compared to God’s glory,
beauty, and goodness.
ﬁﬁ%%ﬁ%ﬁ%%ﬁ@ﬁ%&ﬁﬁwﬁiﬁ¢@oﬁi%%%ﬁ\%E%ﬁ%ﬁ%,
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And then Paul says he rejoices!
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Paul has a singular vision in life. He can be joyful in prison because his ambition isn’t about his
place in life. His joy is not found in his reputation. His joy isn’t found in the size of his
following. His joy isn’t found in his marriage, money, or desire to travel. He has joy, that
feeling in the soul given by the Holy Spirit, because he is seeing the beauty of Christ impact the
world.
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Because people are hearing about Jesus, and the church is doing it more and more.
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What are your ambitions for the future?
R R R I0 8 ~AE?

Name, reputation, house, job, marriage, children, grandchildren, retire early, and good health.
All of these are good things. But the question is whether these ambitions become so devouring
that the central ambition is squeezed to the side or choked entirely.
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I care about my reputation. I’'m fearful of telling this person about Jesus.
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This relationship is so important I won’t tell them that I’'m a Christian, or it doesn’t matter if
they’re not.
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This job, this money is so important that if it cuts into time worshipping God with my church or
meeting with my Community Group, that’s worth it.
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We all have ambitions for our future. And that is a good thing. But they can choke our chance
to find true joy because those things never satisfy. We think that they’ll spark joy, and they
might for a moment or a season, but not compared to the joy found in the eternal God.
AMAH O THARLNIEE . ERA—HTF, 2EMERBAKMRE AL EZ LK
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3. Joyful Sacrifice & £ #9544
Finally, we see Paul struggling with his desire to be with Jesus and serve the church. It’s a

picture of joyful sacrifice. What will he give up so that others would have joy?
mAR, ARMABREAHBINRF AL AHERGOBLEnIFIL, E2—MRELERMLY
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Verse 21.
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21 For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain. 22 If I am to go on living in the body,
this will mean fruitful labour for me. Yet what shall I choose? I do not know! 23 I am
torn between the two: I desire to depart and be with Christ, which is better by far;
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Paul’s experience here is so like Jesus’. His well-being is closely tied to other people. Paul’s
hopes are neither for freedom from prison nor freedom from life to be with Christ. Both are
good, but he sacrifices for them.
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Verse 25.
% 25 &,

I know that I will remain, and I will continue with all of you for your progress and joy
in the faith
HKIn B HEH TR, HEEPRRITTTA—LBIRNTELEI P 6L 5 fr EHE

His decision about his future is best for the church, not me.
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He is so ambitious for the church to have joy from Jesus that he will stay. So that they too can
have the joyful feeling given by the Spirit when they see God at work in his word and the
world.
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Individually, we are faced with seeking our joys and treasuring Jesus more than anything.
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But Paul adds a wonderful element of finding joy when we see God working in other people.
There is a joy that is only found in the church. Jesus has blessed us, made us into a family, calls
us to go in the same direction. To have a true partnership, we can celebrate and rejoice like
Paul, the impact of God’s word on people’s lives and worldwide.
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But when we see real Joy given to us by God, it pulls us together in the same God-honouring

vision.
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